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Hospital for Children

Turning History’s Pages

William H. Bennett, MD, founder, enlisted the help of the
Children’s Seashore House of Atlantic City to establish St.
Christopher’s Hospital of Philadelphia

(November 30) St. Christopher’s Hospital opened its
doors as a charitable ambulatory pediatric clinic located
at 552 Dauphin Street

St. Christopher’s was the first hospital in the
region to offer neonatal care to critically ill infants

St. Christopher’s added a second building to its location,
the Huntingdon Building, which housed 43 beds

The hospital acquired its first ambulance — a
horse-drawn carriage

The hospital established a school for cadet nurses
offering a one-year course in caring for sick children

The hospital acquired a motorized ambulance

After growing nearly three-fold, the hospital
opened the Bromley Building

Established the nation’s first child-life/play
therapy program housed in a children’s medical center

Established the largest cystic fibrosis center for
children on the East Coast

The 146-bed Morris Pavilion, named for C. Christopher
Morris who served on the hospital’s board from
1915-1971, became the new hospital building

The clinical research center opened
Its first open heart surgical case was performed

Became the first hospital in the US to establish
a tracheotomy unit for infants and children.
Surgeons also performed the Delaware Valley’s
first pediatric kidney transplant this year

Established the first pediatric burn center
between Boston and Washington, DC

St. Christopher’s outgrew its quarters. New site
identified on Erie Avenue at Front Street.

Performed the Delaware Valley’s first pediatric
liver transplant and the first pediatric heart transplant

Performed the Delaware Valley’s first combined
kidney/liver transplant

Became the first hospital in the world to use oxygen-rich
liquid ventilation to help premature newborns breath

Became the first hospital in the Delaware Valley to use
electrical mapping to locate and remove a brain tumorin a
pediatric patient

(June 23) Entire hospital operations moved to Erie Avenue at
Front Street location, which housed 183 beds
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Performed the Delaware Valley’s first pediatric split-liver
transplant and the first living-related donor liver transplant

Performed a heart transplant on a the Delaware Valley’s
youngest patient — a 4-day-old infant

Became the first hospital in the Delaware Valley to use
cultured epithelial autographing to help stimulate skin
growth on children with severe burns and epidermal
abnormalities

Became the first hospital in the Delaware Valley to offer grief
support group to all children from the Delaware Valley

St. Christopher’s Hospital for Children became part of
Tenet Health System and the primary pediatric teaching
facility for Drexel University College of Medicine

The hospital celebrated its 125th anniversary and
implements the Gift of Life program. St. Christopher’s
Pediatric Associates is also formed

Hospital was named one of the best pediatric hospitals in
the US according to US News & World Report. The ECMO,
Spasticity and Blood Conservation programs were begun

Hospital was named for a second year in a row as one of the
best pediatric hospitals by US News & World Report

Hospital received Regional Level 1 Pediatric Trauma
center designation. The hospital was named for a third
year in a row as one of the best pediatric hospitals by
US News & World Report

In the year since St. Christopher’s began to collaborate
with The Eagles Youth Partnership, Eagles Eye Mobile,
approximately 1200 children were screened, and close to
800 of them required glasses.

St. Christopher’s Hospital for Children celebrates 130 years of
service Philadelphia Mura Arts Program creates 5 panels of
history

Grand Opening of the Starlight Starbright Children’s
Foundation and Hollywood Video Home Theater for patients
Ground Breaking for the Newest Philadelphia Ronald
McDonald House at St. Christopher’s Hospital for Children

Maria Delivoria-Papadopoulos, MD, Chief, Division of
Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine received The Castle

Connolly Medical Ltd. National Physician of the Year Award for
Lifetime Achievement

Grand Opening of the new 10 bed continuing care nursery and
the new minimally invasive surgical suite

Grand opening of the Ronald McDonald House at St.
Christopher’s Hospital for Children.

St. Christopher’s Hospital for Children achieved Magnet™
status from the American Nurses Credentialing Center.
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Overview

hen children come through our doors, they enter a medical
world dedicated to them, physically and emotionally. From
everyday needs to complicated cases — and everything in
between — we have a family of medical, nursing, and support staft who
provide a high level of medicine and compassionate care to each child,
every day. Were here because we want the best for the children we
serve. Honoring that tradition is what keeps St. Christopher’s among
the nation’s top pediatric hospitals.

Since 1875, St. Christopher’s Hospital for Children has been a leader in pediatric care and has achieved
medical firsts in areas ranging from neonatal care to heart surgery to organ transplantation. And in 2003,
St. Christopher’s became the third pediatric hospitalin Pennsylvania to earn the designation of a Regional
Level 1 Pediatric Trauma Center.

Today, St. Christopher’s Hospital for Children, a 189-bed hospital, is located near Center City Philadelphia
and occupies an 8-acre campus on Erie Avenue at Front Street. St. Christopher’s has also grown to include
several satellite locations (throughout the Delaware Valley and beyond). At these StChris Care Centers,
physicians combine high quality technical skills with the supportive, family friendly approach that is the
hallmark of St. Christopher’s. St. Christopher’s Hospital for Children has an academic affiliation with
Drexel University College of Medicine and the Temple University School of Medicine.

Our superior medicine began nearly a century and a half ago and continues today. You see it in our
physicians’ commitment to healing, in the breakthroughs that emerge from our clinical research, the
advanced treatments that bring renewed hope to so many, and in the way medical expertise and human
caring co-exist in our physicians and staff members.

You can find leading specialists in virtually every major field of pediatrics at St. Christopher’s Hospital for
Children. We provide a full range of pediatric medical and surgical specialties through our affiliation with
Drexel University College of Medicine. Some of our signature programs include the Stuart J. Hulnick, MD
Burn Center; the Heart Center for Children; the Marian Anderson Comprehensive Sickle Cell Anemia Care
and Research Center, the Injury Preventive Center, the Children’s Kidney Center, as well as major clinical
programs including developmental pediatrics and clinical genetics, neurosurgery, organ transplantation,
pulmonary, and orthopedics.

We are proud of our heritage as the fourth oldest full-service hospital in the United States totally

dedicated to the care of children. To learn more about St. Christopher’s Hospital for Children, visit us
online at www.stchristophershospital.com.





